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City of Historical and
Cultural Significance

Yuelu Academy:

The Earliest Institution of

Higher Education

Yuelu Academy is located
in Yuelu Mountain on the bank
of Xiangjiang River. Yuelu
Mountain took its name from
the quote "The Southern
Mountain covers an area 800
li in diameter, with Huiyan as
the head and Yuelu as the
foot", out of Notes of The
Southern Mountain, (a book
in the Northern and Southern
Dynasties). The scenery is
pleasant all the year round,
especially in autumn, as the
rolling landscape is blanketed
with the glory of maple trees.

Yuelu Academy is one of the
top four academies in ancient
China, and among the best
preserved ancient academies
in the country today. Since
its founding in the early Song
Dynasty, it had been known
for its standard of education
and scholarship. The Academy

became even more revered
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when an Emperor (Zhenzong
of Song) wrote out the plaque
for its entrance. The Academy
is also the birthplace of the
Huxiang School. The neo-
Confucian philosopher Zhu
Xi once gave lectures here
and exchanged ideas with
Zhang Shi, the headmaster,
for more than two months.
Today, there are buildings
from Ming and Qing eras
such as the Great Gate, the
Second Gate, Lecture Hall,
Banxuezhai, Xiangshui School
Mosque, Confucian Temple,
etc., and a large number of
tablet relics, such as Tang
Inscriptions "Lushan Temple
Stele", the stele with Emperor
Zhenzong's handwriting "Yuelu
Academy" inscribed in Ming
Dynasty, and the "Steles of
Loyalty and Integrity" in Zhu
Xi's handwriting, inscribed in

Qing Dynasty, etc.
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Orange Island:
Ecology and Culture

Located in Yuelu District, Orange
Island devides the Xiangjiang river
from south to north. The name alludes
to the abundance of orange trees and
fruits on the isle. On the southern tip is
the 3000-sg.m.-Zhoutou Square. The
fan-shaped Platform of Big Question
on the square is named for a verse
Mao Zedong wrote here in his youth :
"Lost in immensity/l wonder who/Upon
this boundless earth decide/All beings'
fall and rise". On another side of the
square is a pseudo-classic building—
Riverview Pavilion. North of the Pavilion
is a striking statue of the young Mao
Zedong standing above the river; it has

become a popular photo op.

Tianxin Pavilion and the Old City Wall

Tianxin Pavilion was originally named "Tianxing (astral) Pavilion", as
its location corresponds to the "Changsha Star" in the constellations of
antiquity. It was a place for people to observe the stars and make offerings
to the gods. Located in an elevated spot of the ancient Changsha, Tianxin
Pavilion is considered to benefit from excellent fengshui. The Pavilion
was once damaged in a fire, and was rebuilt in 1983. Two floors of annex,
connected by walkways, were added to the original three-story structure,
leaving the Pavilion of stars looking grander than ever.

The ancient rampart under Tianxin Pavilion was built in the Western
Han Dynasty by Wu Rui, Lord of Changsha. It was 8.5 kilometers long
and had nine gates. After the 1911 Revolution, the municipality demolished
most of it, and only a section near Tianxin Pavilion was preserved. Today,
the city wall lends valuable insight into the military defense of ancient

cities, and bears witness to the history of Changsha.
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City of Media Arts

Malanshan Video & Culture
Creation Industrial Park: New
Height of the Hunan Energy

Hunan is a cultural and artistic hotspot. Malanshan Video
& Culture Creation Industrial Park, on the banks of the
Liuyang River, has inherited the pioneering spirit to build
a new cultural map of Changsha. The 15.75-sg-km park
gathers many leading enterprises of traditional broadcasting
and publishers, such as Mango Excellent Media, Hunan
TV & Broadcast Intermediary, China South Publishing &
Media Group, and TV Zone Z, as well as more than 4400

enterprises in the field of Video & Culture Creation industry,
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Changsha I
Cultural

Since i Qmﬁin_gvi ' MM

Ehangsha I"tangible Cultu_ral Heritage
Exhibition Hall has organized more than 1500
events to teach various'erafts, including*Xiang
embroidery, Changsha palfn Ieé}_f weaving,
paper cuttingy Liuyang oil-paper ijbrella
making, etc. In addition, the Museum stages
a series of festivals, such as Orange Island

Week, Interactive Heritage Week etc., to bring

Old Taiping Street: At The
Intersection of Tradition and
Modernity

Taiping Street has been the core area of Changsha since
ancient times, and is now the best preserved section of the
original street layout in the old city. The block is in the shape
of fishbone, dotted with shops of established brand, former
residences of historic figures, replete with slope roofs, green
tiles, wooden doors and windows and other scenes from
the past. Retaining the rich cultural background, Taiping
Street has many emerging cultural spaces, such as Taipingli
Culture Creation Community, where the original red brick
wall is retained, and a café, theme museums, painting
studios and VR center are opened in the second and third

floors, breathing new life into Taiping Street.
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enjoying a good reputation at home and abroad.
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City of Gastronomy

WORLD TOURISM CITIES

Huogong Palace:
Diverse Cuisine

Huogong Palace (The Palace of
Fire) was originally a shrine for the
God of Fire. There are red walls, an
intricate temple complex, rich folk
tradition of food and rituals. Now, it has
become a trendy spot on social media
for sampling Changsha food. Discover
sticky rice dumplings, steamed rice
with mixed fruits, coagulated pig's
blood doused with sesame oail, stinky
tofu, and sugar-and-oil rice cakes in

this foodie paradise.
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Changsha Wenheyou:
Comfort Food and
Nostalgia

Another major dining venue, Changsha Wenheyou, is so
popular that it's often difficult to get a waiting number for the
queue. The retro setting is reminiscent of the old Changsha
in the 1970s and 1980s. The specialties are spicy and tingly
crayfish, and noodles with crayfish soup sauce. Guests are

transported back in time between the perennial spiciness,

the billboards and neon lights.
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Helsinki:

Architectural Art

Helsinki is a city well noted for its architecture.
Layers upon layers of unique design, from
modernism, functionalism, to the largest number of
Art Nouveau buildings in Scandinavia, have become
the most distinctive part of the city.

WORDS YUNING
PHOTOGRAPHS VCG (EXCEPT FOR THE PICTURES NOTED)
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Temppeliaukio Church

Carved out of rock in 1969, the
Temppeliaukio Church at the end of
Fredrikinkatu in the heart of the city is
popular among tourists for its peculiar
structures. The church hall is topped by
a copper coated dome, supported with
reinforced concrete beams. The internal
walls are made of rough stones and
rubbles. In the morning, the sun sheds its
light through the windows above the altar
decorated with creviced stones from the
ice age. Due to excellent acoustics, the

church doubles as a concert venue.

Kamppi Chapel

Kamppi Chapel, in the corner of
Narinkkatori, near the entrance of Kamppi
Shopping Center, embraces seclusion in
the most bustling downtown area of the
country. Though small in size, the chapel
is perfectly compatible with the street
landscape. The internal design welcomes
visitors into a soothing ambiance. There
are exhibitions at the entrance. Besides,
pray services are scheduled every day
of the week, except on Sunday, and
concerts are held here occasionally.
Designed by Mikko Summanen, Niko
Sirola and Kimmo Lintula from Helsinki
K2S Architectural Firm, the chapel was

completed in 2012.
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Helsinki Cathedral

On the northern side of the Senate
Square, Helsinki Cathedral designed by
Carl Ludvig Engel is a popular scenic spot
in Helsinki, and often used for national
celebrations and campus festivities as well.
Standing in the center of the City during
the imperial period, it was a landmark
for people coming back from the sea.
Nowadays, it is still the architectural symbol
of Helsinki City. Previously known as
St.Nicholas Church and Great Cathedral,
it was completed in 1852 and has been
turned into the main church of the Helsinki
diocese. Sculptures of the twelve disciples
stand on the roof, guarding the city and
its residents. In summer, the underground
exhibition is available, and the souvenir
shop is worth visiting.

Helsinki Central Railway
Station

The Helsinki Central Railway Station, a
masterpiece of Art Nouveau, was designed
by Eliel Saarinen and came into service
in 1919. Construction started in 1905.
Every day it is used by about 200,000
passengers, busier than any other station in
Finland. The 48.5m bell tower is estimated
to help 400,000 people check the time per
day. The floor is paved with granite, and
you'll find two pairs of sculptures by Emil
Wikstrom holding spherical lamps at the
gate of the station.

Amos Rex

Open to the public at the
end of August 2018, the private
art museum Amos Rex is a
magnet of urban arts and culture.
It is well-known for its peculiar
architectural styles, including
newly-built underground
exhibition space, the glass palace
built in 1936, Bio Rex Cinema,
and Lasipalatsi square on the
the roof of the exhibition hall. The
collection surveys 20th century
Modernism and experimental,
contemporary art through a
detailed and fascinating lens. A
permanent exhibition of Sigurd
Frosterus's post-impressionist

works is on display.
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Suomenlinna

A UNESCO World Heritage site in the Helsinki
suburb, the coastal fortress of Suomenlinna
remains home to over 800 residents today.
There are 6 km of walls and 100 cannons. You
can also find tunnels, gardens, museums and
restaurants along the wall. The guides are
very helpful if you want to learn more details.
Multilingual private guides can be arranged
through guidebooking@suomenlinnatours.com.
HSL ferry departs from the market square to the

castle every day.
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