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Tight and
Colorful Macao

# Having a mixture of Portuguese culture.and culture of the south of Five
Ridges; Macao charmingly.combines the ancient and the modern, with
towering luxury hotels, bustling food courts, colorful.historical Portuguese 'l %
buildings, quaint and solemn traditional temples... A trip to Macao is like Al
walking into a Garden with Thousands of Flowers.
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Eye-catching
Portuguese Style:
Largo do Senado

"Largo" means square. As the
name implies, it is located in the
city center square of the Senado
(the predecessor of Macao City
Hall). There is a fountain in the
middle of the square, above
which is a celestial globe device
symbolizing the Portuguese
nautical expedition, with the
ecliptic and equatorial copper
rings and the autumnal equinox
is directly opposite Macao City
Hall.

With the fountain as the center,
the cobbled roads diverge in all
directions in waves, along which
spreads the historic center of
Macao, a World Cultural Herit-
age site. The neoclassic white
two-story Holy House of Mercy,
founded in 1569, is one of the
earliest charity organizations in
the Asia—Pacific region. Senado,
founded in 1784, is also a mas-—
terpiece of neoclassicism, which
retains the decorative features
of various periods in spite of
internal renovations. In addition
to the two landmarks, there are
various kinds of Southern Eu-
ropean buildings row upon row
around the square, colored just

like delicate dreamy macarons.
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Elegance & Peace:
St. Augustine's
Square

Leaving the bustling Largo do
Senado and walking to the southwest,
you will soon arrive at the peaceful
and tranquil St. Augustine's Square.
Like Largo do Senado, there are also
buildings in macaron colors such as
mint green, cream yellow and sky blue,
which are part of the World Cultural
Heritage site. Built in 1860, Dom Pedro
V Theatre stands out against the sur-
roundings. It is the first western-style
theatre in China. After its completion,
various kinds of music, singing and
dancing programs were performed
continuously. The theatre is in the
neoclassical Greek revival style, with
green painted exterior walls, dark green
doors, windows and red roofs. It is
very bright but harmonious among the
yellow buildings on the square. Highly
hanging antique crystal chandeliers in
the foyer add to the theatre's artistic at-
mosphere. Comfortable and spacious,
D. Pedro V Theatre contains 276 seats
and is now a unique cultural and artistic
venue in Macao. In addition to the
theatre, religious buildings such as the
three-story arcaded garden-like Ho
Tung Library, St. Augustine's Church
and St. Lawrence's Church are also

fascinating.
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Festival Events: Art Exhibitions and
Celebrations

Macao has a unique festival culture and holds nu-
merous international events, with the official website
of Macao Government Tourism Office announcing
various wonderful activities of the month. Launched
in 2019, Macao Art Biennale is one of the biggest
local art events, with the art network covering the
whole city through showing cutting—edge trends in
contemporary art, thus bringing diversified visual art
feasts to citizens and tourists; Light Festival features
light shows, decorative lighting and interactive

games with different themes each year; Macao

Grand Prix includes many wonderful races of
motorcycles, saloon cars and Formula 3 racing,
with cars racing around Guia runway formed by
streets in Macao. After watching the race, you
can also go to Macao Grand Prix Museum to feel
the culture and charm of the racing. The inter-
national Fireworks Display Competition is also
very exciting. Firework teams from 10 countries
and regions compete to set off their own creative
fireworks. Tourists may enjoy a romantic evening

on a yacht from Wan Chai Tourist Pier.
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Local Life along Streets: Pdatio do Es—-
pinho and Beco da Felicidade

While bright fireworks are in full bloom
in the night sky of Macao, local people
enjoy their worldly lives along the lanes
and alleys. Lanes & Alleys are the
smallest level of streets in Macao. In
the past, most Macao residents lived in
such close-knit communities. Patio do
Espinho, which lies behind the Ruins of
the Cathedral of Saint Paul, is the largest
remaining walled village in Macao with a
history of nearly 400 years. It is divided
into north and south sections across
Rua de D. Belchior Carneiro. Once a
Japanese Catholic settlement in the 17th

century, Pdatio do Espinho now seems
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isolated from the busy parts of the city,
with residents enjoying the sun and
gardening happily and peacefully. Beco
da Felicidade is near Rua da Felicidade,
with typical traditional Chinese residen-
tial buildings and long flagstone walk.
Rua da Felicidade area was once the
bustling commercial center of Macao
during the Qing Dynasty. You can visit
the Cultural Hall located at 9 Beco da
Felicidade, which is a protected heritage
building in Macao. It is a place of leisure
in the downtown area, where salons,
symposiums and drama performances

are often held.
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A Leisure Resort:
Luxury Hotels

Local life centers on the lanes
and alleys; for travelers, it's all about
the place of boarding. In Macao,
where land is at a premium though,
you can always find a suitable place
to stay in. There are not only many
internationally famous hotels and
comprehensive resorts offering
food, shopping and entertainment,
but also well-equipped medi-
um-sized hotels and affordable
inns. At night, the lights of the
hotels compete with each other for
brightness, presenting a colorful

and vibrant Macao.
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Gastronomic Capital: Local Cuisines

and Tea Cafes

The Macanese integrate spices from Africa,
Southeast Asia and India with Chinese cooking
techniques and flavors into local dishes. One
of them is the Portuguese tart, which you can
taste at Andrew's Original Eggtart Dotonbori in
Vila de Coloane. Besides egg tarts, there are
plenty of Macanese dishes to try. Minchi ao Es—
tilo de Macau with sunny-side-up egg is fresh

and smooth, and the Portuguese braised beef

ribs keep the original flavor and aroma of the
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meat. Seafood paella, made of tomato sauce,
shrimps, mussels, octopus and other seafood,
combines the freshness of seafood with the
sweetness of tomatoes for a rich flavor... Tea
cafes and teahouses are also playing an impor—-
tant part in local residents' lives. Classic dishes
such as shrimp dumplings, stewed chicken feet,
creamy custard buns and rice noodle rolls are
exciting to the palate. You can enjoy them while

wandering around the city.

Long Coastline: Vila
de Coloane

Outside the city, you may have a
different feeling in the small fishing village
on the Macao coast. In Vila de Coloane,
the hut is quietly standing by the sea,
which is ideal for feeling the touch of the
sea breeze, while the street graffiti is
full of youthful vitality, suitable for taking
photos. The religious atmosphere of Vila
de Coloane is not only reflected in Chap-
el of St. Francis Xavier, but also in Tam
Kong Temple, Sam Seng Temple and
Ancient Temple of Kun lam. Everything
here is small and delicate, with a lasting
appeal. Largo do Presidente Antonio
Ramalho Eanes is a good case in point.
Though being just a jungle green square,

it boasts a lovely Cupid sculpture.
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Jining, named after Jishui (a

o o o o
o former river), is famous for Confu-
1 l 1 1 ® cius and Mencius, and prosperous
because of the Beijing—-Hangzhou

Grand Canal. As a tourist resort

Experience the b o rrorrion
Sacred Land

WORDS JINING CULTURAL AND TOURISM BUREAU
PHOTOGRAPHS JINING CULTURAL AND TOURISM BUREAU, VCG

grand volume worth reading again

and again, stunning at the first
sight, enchanting at the second,
and enamoring at the third. When
we slowly unfold this landscape
and cultural scroll of 11,000
square kilometers, what come
into view are the Confucius Family
Mansion, Temple and Cemetery,
the World Cultural Heritage of the
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal,
the Mencius Temple, the Mencius
Family Mansion and many other
national key cultural relics, as well
as the Nishan Sacredland, the
Weishan Lake, the Marshes of
Mount Liang and other well-known
scenic spots. Extensive and
profound traditional culture and
natural landscapes complement
each other, and unlock the spiritual
code of Chinese civilization step
by step, with Chinese stories
spanning thousands of years. The
city boasts three tourism drawing
cards, namely a sacred land, rich
culture, and a riverside town.

Feel the city's Confucian
ethos. When Confucianism

originated from Jining, the sages
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Confucius and Mencius went
around the country to give lec-
tures, ushering in not only a school
of thought, but also an era. Their
great teachings laid the foundation
of Eastern civilization and their
influence spread throughout Asia.
Jining is the heart of Confucian
culture in China. This city of a long
history in southern Shandong is
the cradle of the great Confucian
tradition, where extensive and

profound Confucian teachings are
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well established and vigorously
developing. When you walk slowly
through the mansion terrace,
passing the pied brick and tile and
luxuriant plants and trees, you can
feel the mellow Confucian atmos-—
phere lingering here. Your mind
seems to be closer to the power
of the sage, and once immersed
in the ambience, you feel like you
are actually consulting Confucius
and Mencius about their doctrine

and making spiritual contacts

with their disciples. Here, you can
feel always and everywhere the
vitality of Confucianism in the new
era, and the warmth of excellent
traditional culture.

Learn about historic stories
along the canal. The history of the
Canal reflects, to some extent, the
national spirit. Stretching for 1,794
kilometers, the Beijing-Hangzhou
Grand Canal is still running, even

though everything on the banks has

changed in the course of thousands

of years. The Grand Canal has witnessed
the rise and development of the city, the
prosperity of millennia and the vicissitudes
of history. Jining, an important port born
and flourishing due to "transportation", is
known as "the big county of East Lu and
the hub of waterways"; as an important
commercial port along the canal, it was
deeply influenced by Confucianism and
gave birth to the Confucian merchant
culture with the fundamental philosophy
of "Man of noble character is keen on
wealth and earns it in a proper way" and
the principle of "honesty-oriented and
etiquette first". The genesis of Heroes of the
Marshes is also closely related to the canal.
A group of heroes gathered at the Marshes

of Mount Liang and held high the banner
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of "loyalty" and "righteousness", leaving an
imprint on both history and literature. Many
people follow the author Shi Nai'an's notes,
to experience the lofty ambition of the
Marshes of Mount Liang in those days.
Visit Jiangnan-like water
town in north China. Land and water
complement each other. The buildings
along the canal not only retain the
steadiness of the north, but also absorb
the dexterity of the south, forming a style
of water town rare in cities in north China,
thus Jining is known as "a southern city
up in the north". Here, the flowing river
and the mist-covered lake blend into one
harmonious whole. In the Weishan Lake,
the most commendable is one hundred

thousand acres of lotus pond, evocative
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of a poem in the Southern Dynasty
"We can pick lotus in Jiangnan
where lotus leaves are very lush".
If you come to this ten thousand
mu of lotus field, you may mistake
Jiangbei as Jiangnan. The source
of the Sihe River is named "Spring
Forest" because there are a large
number of famous springs here.
In traditional Chinese culture,
springs have a spiritual realm
and a philosophical attitude of
leisurely life. As the saying goes
"the benevolent love mountains,
while the wise love water" — since
ancient times Jining has been
regarded as a place endowed
with great figures, and it certainly

has something to offer for those
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who love mountains. Mountains
in Jining are neither tall nor steep,
but give people a sense of calm
and serenity. Being the birthplace
of Confucius, Mount Ni has
accumulated two thousand years
of spirituality; Mount Ni Sacred
Land is an excellent embodiment
of inheriting traditional Chinese
culture with innovative methods.
The peculiarity of Mount Yi lies in
its rare monolith landscape; on the
platform of Xiaolu, leaning on the
railing to look east, it's easy to see
why "When Confucius scaled the
East Hill of the Lu State, the whole
state of Lu became small. When
he's on top of Mount Tai, the world

became small".

Go deep into the original
folk villages. Folk custom is the
character of a city. Thanks to folk
custom, there are differences
between cities, just as everyone
is different, which makes such a
colorful world. The mountains,
waters, lakes and rivers here, as
well as the unassuming people
and their life style and attitude
passed down from generation to
generation, constitute the cultural
vein of the city, and also form its
unique appearance. The east
of Jining has beautiful scenery,
and the west is fertile plain,
which contributes to a beautiful
picture of the countryside. Ancient
villages, influenced by the cultural
immersion or formed in nature,
are like scattered glowing pearls,
whispering ancient stories... The
fishermen, travelling by boat on
the lake, lead a quiet and enviable
life by the water.

Try the unforgettable
taste. Confucius' legacy endowed
Jining with unique food. The
Confucius Family Banquet is a
mainstay of the Han culinary cul-
ture. In those days, the Confucius
Family Banquet was inseparable
from the reception of guests
and the holding of ceremonial
activities. It became mature with
the development of Confucian
culture. All delicious dishes such

as "Fairy Duck" (steamed deboned
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duck), "Yipin Birthday Peach"
(a peach shape dessert made
from sweet Chinese yam with
haw strips), "Yangguan Three
Layers" (fried minced chicken
and vegetable) and "Imperial
Monkey Head" (steamed lion's
mane mushrooms with chicken
breast and black mushrooms)
are delicacies in the Confucius
Family Banquet, and each dish
has its own historic and cultural
origin. The Beijing-Hangzhou
Grand Canal has also brought
about changes in food, where
the southern sweet flavors
meet and merge the northern
salty ones, coupled with the
long—-standing local food culture,
and finally created the unique
"taste of Jining". Everything in-
cluding the soup, the dish send
out the glow of time. History can
give food a heroic spirit, and the
Marsh Banquet employs food
to show chivalrous tenderness,
which is the influence of Heroes
of the Marshes. The Fisherman
feast brings another flavor of
Jining. Most of the households
living on the water make
fisherman feasts with the wild
fish in the Weishan Lake, with
the focus on the freshness of
ingredients. Take a sip of fish
soup and you will imprint Jining's
taste on the tip of your tongue,

and even on your heart.

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 127



