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Izmir, Turkey

With its ideal geographical
location, unique natural beauty,
outstanding history and
dynamic economy, lzmir is a
real Mediterranean legend.

Izmir, a city dating back 8,500
years, has hosted a number
of different civilizations like
the Hittites, the Romans, the
Byzantines and the Ottomans.
Izmir has a myriad of treasures
like the ancient cities in Ephesus
and Bergama, the remnants of
the Temple of Artemis which
is one of the 8 wonders of the
ancient world, and the House of
Mary.

Described as a princess by

Victor Hugo, Izmir is not only

known for its history but also
for its unique natural beauty.
Having the world's best climate
according to historian Heredotus,
Izmir has 300 days of sunshine
in a year. Izmir is a real wonder
of nature with 600 kilometers
of coastline, blue flag beaches
and coves, a bird sanctuary, the
Alacati Surf Paradise Club and
thermal facilities.

Through visitizmir.org, you
can find all the information about
lzmir and its surroundings. You
can filter the spots align with
your interest on the website, and
choose from the routes specially
prepared for you, then spend a

pleasant holiday in Izmir.
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Changsha, China

Changsha is in central China, located in the lower
reaches of the Xiangjiang River, the western edge
of the Changsha-Liuyang Basin, and the north-
eastern part of Hunan. Covering a total area of 11,819
square kilometers, it is the capital of Hunan Province,
as well as an important node city of the Belt and
Road Initiative, an important central city in the middle
reaches of the Yangtze River, and one of the first
batch of famous national historical and cultural cities,
with a population of some 10.21 million. In addition,
Changsha is one of the first Chinese cities of Lanmei
Tourism Cities Cooperation Alliance, one of the first
batch of national cultural and tourism consumption
demonstration cities, one of the first batch of national
public cultural service system demonstration zones,
and one of the first batch of national cultural export
bases. It has been recognized as Media Arts City
by UNESCO and the Cultural City of East Asia.
Changsha has been awarded as a National Culturally
Advanced City for three consecutive years, and
has been rated as the Happiest City in China for 14
consecutive years. With its name and location remain
unchanged for 3,000 years, Changsha is known
as the "Home of Qu Yuan and Jia Yi", a "Famous
City of the Chu Kingdom and Han Dynasty" and a
"Revolutionary Holy Place". Integrated with mountains,
rivers and islands, Changsha has nurtured well-
known brands covering TV, publishing, animation, and
acting sectors. The city has been recognized as the
Chinese City with Best International Image, one of the
Most Influential Tourism Cities in China and China's
Famous High-speed Rail Tourism Cities, and has also

become an internet famous city.
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Port Louis,
Mauritius

Port Louis is the Capital City of Mauritius,
a subtropical island of volcanic origin in the
Indian Ocean. With an area of 46.7 km? and
a population of 155,226 inhabitants, it is the
island's economic, cultural and political centre.
Conferred the status of City in 1966, it is
administered by the Municipal City Council
of Port Louis(MCCPL) with councilors
democratically elected every six years.
Major policy decisions, including cultural and
artistic,are taken by Ministries responsible
for their respective portfolio and funds are

provided by the Ministry responsible for Finance
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government agencies in the process. MCCPL

implements projects at grassroot level, promoting
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Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), Civil
Society Organisations(CSOs) and private sector
in line with SDG 17 and UN Agenda 2063.

Port Louis is the biggest port and financial
centre of the region. It abounds in Cultural
Heritage sites, including the Aapravasi Ghat
World Heritage Site (AGWHS), besides other
cultural landmarks such as the St Louis
Cathedral, the Jummah Masjid, and the China
Town. Among the world-class assets of the city
are Jardin de la Compagnie' Municipal Theare,
the Champ de Mars race course and the Natural
History Museum. It has twin city partnership
with Foshan (China), St Malo (France), La

Possession (Reunion Island).
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Jining, China

Jining, advantageously located
in the southwest of Shandong
Province, carries the title "the
hometown of Confucius and
Mencius and the capital of the
Grand Canal". It is the home of
Confucius, a great thinker and
educator, and the birthplace of
Chinese civilization and Confu-
cian culture. It is a city of historical
and cultural significance, with
2 World Cultural Heritage sites,
41 historic sites protected at
the national level, one HA-level
and twenty 4A-level scenic
spots. Jining is designated as
a National Civilized City, an

Excellent Tourist City, and is also

an important tourist destination
internationally.

With a long history, rich
humanistic and natural resources,
Jining is a famous "Land of
Sages". Five master philoso-
phers in the Confucian tradition,
Confucius, Mencius, Yanzi,
Zengzi and Zisi were born here.
One of the first 5A-level scenic
spots in China, the Temple and
Cemetery of Confucius and
the Kong Family Mansion in
Qufu is magnificent and full of
cultural relics; it forms one of the
three major groups of ancient
architecture in China and is
named as a UNESCO World

Cultural Heritage site. Jining is
the setting of the Chinese classic
novel Heroes of the Marshes,
and the location of the ancient
Canal governor office, with the
largest freshwater lake in the
North of the Yangtze River—
Weishan Lake. The stories of
Mencius' mother moving their
household three times in search
of an honest neighborhood
and of her breaking her loom to
impress on the young Mencius
the value of persistence, have
resonated for thousands of
years. "Land of Sages, Culture
and Water Town" are the three

drawing cards of Jining.
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