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Situated at the intersection of Asia, Europe and Africa,
Jordan, the magical country of West Asia, is blessed
with unique resources for the tourism industry, from
seaside to desert, from ancient cities to modern ones.

Petra, located in southern Jordan, is a city member of
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the World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF) and was
named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World
on July 8, 2007, and the Smithsonian magazine called
it one of the “28 Places to See before You Die”. With its
well-preserved ancient architecture and exotic rose-red
desert, Petra has been an important destination and
a must-see for foreign tourists visiting Jordan over the
years.

To date, some people are still curious about Jordan’s
tourism boom. It is obvious that “boasting a lot of qual-
ity tourism resources” is not sufficient to explain what
Jordan’s tourism industry has achieved. In the context
of globalization with the coexistence of cooperation
and competition, Jordan’s current measures and future
visions are also attracting widespread attention in the
industry. With the questions in mind, the WTCF inter-
viewed Hussam Al Husseini, Ambassador of the Hash-
emite Kingdom of Jordan to China, to explore Jordan’s
past, present and future in his detailed introduction.

The ancient city of Petra: experience
the distinct charm of the ancient civ-
ilization along the Silk Road

Located in southern Jordan, the ancient city of Petra
was built on the slopes of Jebel al-Madhbah. The Am-
bassador told the WTCF: “The charm of Petra is that it
is one of the ancient buildings that showcase the great-
est Arab civilizations. The city was founded 2500 years
ago by the Nabataeans, an Arab tribe. The Nabataeans
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were skilled craftsmen in architecture and well versed
in urban planning. Most of the buildings in Petra were
not built on the ground, but carved out of sandstone.
The Nabataeans not only carved out magnificent build-
ings, but also designed the water system on which the
desert people relied to survive, which enabled them to
eventually establish one of the most affluent kingdoms
of the time.”

As Petra was located at the junction of Asia, Europe
and Africa, it soon became an essential trading strong-
hold of the time, further enriching the wealth of the king-
dom. In the past, Petra was a place of dream for every
merchant on the Silk Road. “Traders from China and
other countries could trudge for months through the
desert with silk and various spices, just to get a glimpse
of this ‘Red Rose City’ in the rose-colored mountains.”

“If you visit Petra now, you will be amazed to find that
the buildings are still intact and have retained their
charm more than 2,000 years later. However, these
buildings are only one aspect of Petra’s charm. The
real astonishing factor for tourists is Petra’s great and
long history.”

Ancient city ruins of glorious Greek
and Rome

Blessed with a favorable geographical location, Jordan
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has a long history of civilizational exchange, reflected in
each city in the country. Over two thousand years ago,
Greece built ten important cities, collectively known as
Decapolis, six of which were situated in present-day
Jordan. The Ambassador mentioned that Amman, the
capital of Jordan, was one of the Decapolis. The Ro-
mans continued the construction of Decapolis on the
Greek foundations. “In Jerash, seated in northern Jor-
dan, you will find the most well-preserved ancient Ro-
man city outside Italy. The ruins of ‘Decapolis’ can also
be found in Umm Qais, Pella and Irbid, each of which
witnessed the glorious years of Ancient Greece and the
Roman Empire. As an Islamic country, Jordan also has
many Muslim ruins, such as palaces and tombs.”

Jordan’s ecotourism resources are equally impressive
as its historical sites. Wadi Rum located to the south
of Petra is inscribed as a mixed natural and cultural
world heritage site by UNESCO. “The vast red desert
there can remind tourists of the landscape of Mars,
which is why many science fiction movies set on Mars
have been filmed here. Visitors to the area will also see
camps taking the shape of space capsules.”

Apart from the desert, the Dead Sea, seated in south-
western Jordan, is a great
place to visit. “The Dead Sea
is the lowest point on the

Jordan has a rich his-
torical heritage, since it
lies at the ‘heart’ of the
Middle East, the inter-
section of Asia, Europe
and Africa, which is no
ordinary geographical
location, but a crossroad
of civilizational exchange
rarely witnessed in the
ancient world. Travelers
to Jordan will not only
view a variety of natural
landscapes and histor-
ical sites, but also learn
about its history and
experience its past glory.

planet, and the minerals in
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the water and the surrounding mud contribute to human
health and confer protective effects on the skin. Due
to its low altitude, the Dead Sea also has the highest
oxygen concentration in the world. A few days there will
make you feel energized.” The Ambassador also rec-
ommended Agaba, located near the Red Sea. Agaba
is a paradise for divers, with ample underwater coral
and diverse creatures to dazzle every diver.

Reopening the entry of international
visitors to stimulate the tourism re-
covery

As a major sector of the Jordanian economy, tourism
provides vast employment opportunities for Jorda-
nians. Although Jordan’s tourism industry has been
affected by COVID-19, the Jordanian government has
also taken a series of measures to boost its recovery.
The government actively promoted domestic tourism
amidst the epidemic and introduced free public trans-
portation between tourist cities and issued travel pack-
ages to revive confidence in the tourism market. Now
that Jordan has achieved remarkable anti-epidemic
outcomes, visitors can spend their time in Jordan safe-
ly and gracefully.

Speaking of the impact of the epidemic on tourism, Am-
bassador Hussam Al Husseini expressed his hope that
international travel restrictions would be eased as soon
as possible, so foreign visitors would be welcomed to
Jordan. As we know, the Ministry of Tourism and Antig-
uities has indicated that Jordan is ready to reopen entry
to overseas tourists, with the Chinese becoming one of
the first foreign tourists allowed in Jordan.

The Jordanian authorities have been trying to find ways
to attract more Chinese tourists. “In the course of our
research, we have summarized several major attrac-
tions for Chinese tourists traveling abroad: historical
and cultural relics, food, and shopping. As for food and
shopping, Chinese tourists can taste our traditional del-
icacies and buy goods with local characteristics here.
Chinese tourists also enjoy the preferential treatment,
i.e., they can obtain a visa on arrival.” In addition, Jor-
dan has also developed the Jordan Pass that can be
purchased online and allows tourists to visit various
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scenic spots in Jordan.

The Ambassador added: “Chinese tourists will also feel
the warmth of our people in Jordan, and | believe it will
help Chinese tourists immensely enjoy their time in our
country.”

Strengthening practical coopera-
tion in tourism hetween China and
Jordan under the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative

China’s Belt and Road Initiative has generated a wide
range of reactions in Jordan. Ambassador Hussam Al
Husseini told us: “It promotes not only economic coop-
eration, but also establishes many cultural exchange
channels for long-term cooperation.” More than 2,000
years ago, Jordan was a crucial part of the Silk Road.
Today, the Belt and Road Initiative and Jordan’s unique
geographical location allow Jordan to continue its ties
with the countries along the ancient Silk Road. The Am-
bassador pointed out that Jordan will further cooperate
with countries of the Belt and Road Initiative to facilitate
the growth of tourism programs that include Jordan and
related countries.

Ambassador Hussam Al Husseini noted that Petra, a
city member of the WTFC, can provide a venue for con-
ferences, exhibitions and other events organized by it.
“We warmly welcome the WTFC to Jordan to organize
relevant activities and strengthen practical cooperation
and cultural exchanges between the two sides.” said he.

As an ambassador to China, Hussam Al Husseini ex-
pressed his feelings about working here: “During my
work in China, | have felt the hospitality of the Chinese
people and I'm sure that my colleagues have felt the
same.”

In addition, he has traveled to many provinces in China.
“l am impressed by the achievements and progress
China has made in terms of people’s living standards
as well as economic development. China and Jordan
share common values, and | am convinced that the
experience | gained in China will encourage me to con-
tinue my efforts to improve relations between our two
countries.”
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Petra, known as the eighth
wonder of the ancient
world, is the most valuable
treasure and the most
popular tourist attraction
in Jordan. Thousands of
years later, one can still
savor its past prosperity in its magnificent and sand-
stone buildings in the shapes demonstrating geometric
aesthetic.

The splendor 2,500 years ago reap-
peared 200 years ago

When Nabataeans, an Arab tribe, arrived at this barren
land of desert and reddish sandstone 2,500 years ago,
they decided to make it their home. The tribe’s skilled
craftsmen chiseled terrific buildings out of the rose-col-
ored cliffs: from palaces and temples to houses and
theaters. These Nabataeans were never spontaneous
artists; they always had a blueprint for urban planning in
mind, as evidenced by the ancient city’s water system.

Granted with the location at the intersection of Asia,
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The final scenes of the movie “Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade” was filmed here, and the facade of this
towering monument is only the first secret of Petra.

Europe and Africa, Petra soon became the center of
trade between East and West. The silk and spice trade
made it wealthy, thus draw malicious attention from
ancient Greeks and Romans. Eventually, the mighty
Roman Empire annexed Petra in 106 A.D. The Naba-
taeans, who had once dominated the area, gradually
disappeared from recorded history. Petra lost its status
as a trading center for the next few centuries and was
finally forgotten by the West in the 14th century A.D.

In 1812, Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, a Swiss traveler,
persuaded his guide to lead him to this legendary lost
city. He quietly sketched and noted: “It appears that the

ruins of Wadi Musa may be the site of ancient Petra.” In
1929, the British began excavating the ruins of Petra,
bringing the ancient city back to life. In 1985, it was offi-
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cially declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Please stroll gently through the city
with a history of over 2000 years

The main tourist attraction in Petra is the city itself.
Sightseers usually need at least a day to explore the
ancient city, but even a week’s stay here may not be
enough to cover every inch of it.

Starting from the entrance behind the Visitor Center,
you will come upon the Khazneh Palace embedded in
the cliff after walking through a winding narrow valley
known as “Siq” between two giant rocks. The Khazneh
Palace is a representative building of Petra. The eaves
and pillars of the palace are rough due to erosion by
sand and wind for centuries, but one can still see that
they were carved by Nabataean craftsmen 2500 years
ago in a symmetrical structure. The ancient Greek-style
carvings show the influence of ancient Greek culture on
the area in the Pre-Islamic Era. Today, visitors are not
allowed to enter the palace standing for more than 2,000
years and can only stand outside to feel its grandeur for
protective purposes, which has been standing for more
than 2,000 years.

After passing through various walkways and hillsides,
you will see thousands of tombs carved into the rock,
known as the Royal Tombs. As the sun sets, the rocks
glow rosy red in the sunlight. The Theater in the ancient
Greek style, built in the 1st century A.D., is located next
to the tombs and can accommodate 3,000 spectators.
The Qasr al-Bint behind the Theater is the only re-
maining freestanding building in the ancient city. Unlike
other buildings embedded in huge rocks and cliffs, this
palace is built of bricks made of red sandstone. Today,
this magnificent 23-meter-high palace only has three
walls left, but visitors can still sense its past glory.

Climbing more than 900 steps carved into the rock, you
will come to the magnificent Ad Deir (the Monastery),
a must-see site for many visitors. From the outside,
the Monastery looks much like the Khazneh Palace,
but without the elaborate carvings of the latter. It was
repurposed as a Christian monastery in the Byzantine
period.

086 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

After visiting Ad Deir, you will get to Petra Archaeologi-

cal Museum by walking down the steps. The museum’s
collection includes artifacts excavated from Petra from
the Neolithic period to the Byzantine period. Be it sim-
ple pots, ancient Greek reliefs, or precious metal jewel-
ry, visitors can always have indirect comprehension of
the luxurious lifestyle of the area.

Petra hy Night: talking with the soul
of the ancient city

Thanks to Johann Ludwig Burckhardt and the subse-
quent British archaeological team, the public began to

S




recognize the historical value of Pe-
tra. In recent years, the unique natu-
ral beauty has become increasingly
popular with the increasing number
of tourists who enjoy outdoor adven-
tures. Take the Siq between the en-
trance and the Khazneh Palace for
instance: the rock walls are colorful
on both sides and, with their tow-
ering heights, highlight the tininess
of people, thus making the valley a
favorite backdrop for photographers.

Petra has always been an excellent
place for ascending. When you
climb the sandstone steps in front of
the monastery, you can have a pan-
oramic view of most of the ancient
city and the desert and boulders in
the distance. On a clear, cloudless

day, you will enjoy the spectacular scenery of the blue
sky against the rose-red earth. If you want to travel
through Petra like the ancient caravans, you can rent a
donkey after crossing the Sig. These well-trained ani-
mals can carry visitors up and down the steps, serving

Best time to visit
Morning & Evening

Accommodation

An extensive range of accommodation to
suit all budgets is available in and around
the town of Wadi Musa. You are advised
to check into a hotel the day before you
visit Petra.

Dining
There are restaurants with exotic flavors
in the local hotels. Several restaurants

are serving traditional dishes and fast
food in the town.

Shopping

Apart from the artisans’ stalls inside the
Petra site, there are many stores in Wadi
Musa that sell local products, such as
Nabataean-style pottery, silverware and
beaded jewelry. These are mainly pro-
duced locally by the Bedouins. There is a
silver workshop just outside the center of
Wadi Musa, with a range of beautiful sil-
ver jewelry made by local women, which
are also sold in several local stores.

Transportation

Buses: For more information about
buses and schedules, please visit www.
visitjordan.com.

Cars: It takes at least three hours to drive
south along the modern Desert Highway
from Amman to Petra, or five hours on
the scenic Kings’ Highway. You will arrive
after leaving Amman at the 7th Circle
and following the coffee-colored signs
pointing to sightseeing spots.

as the best means of transportation in
the desert and offering convenience for
visitors. It should be noted that there are
many cliffs at Petra, so you need to be
careful when riding a donkey.

Travelers to Petra can also have a more
exotic experience by participating Petra
by Night. Petra by Night takes place on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
The Petra by Night experience goes
from 8:30 pm until 10:30 pm. During this
time, visitors set out from the service
center and walk through a path lined with
candles to reach the Khazneh Palace.
The entrance to the palace is also filled
with candles, and visitors sit on the floor
and listen to the Bedouin music emanat-
ing from inside, just like the locals and
foreign merchants did more than 2,000
years ago. At that moment, the boundary

between the past and the present became temporarily
blurred, and the shivering candlelight and the inspira-
tional music seemed to be trying their best to prove one
thing: Petra is not a fleeting blossom, but its soul has
successfully continued to this day.
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The Mediterranean breeze brings coolness to Jor-
dan, the blazing sun bakes the deserts here. The
Greeks, Romans, Turks and even Mongols who

coveted this intersection of three continents once
stepped into this treasure land. Foreign elements
including architectural styles and lifestyles were also
introduced there with the arrivals of armed intruders,
cavalrymen as well as foreign merchants. Jordan is a
place where countless legacies of cultural exchange
exist. Besides Petra, Jordan has many historic sites
that tell the story of its diverse peoples, allowing
every visitor to learn more about this country at the
crossroad of civilizations.

SPECIAL REPORTS: JORDAN
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The crossroad of
civlizaltions: viewing
ancient Roman cities,
deserl castles and
wmperial stlreels

Information source/Jordan Tourism Board Editor/Sun Zhiguo, Zhan Xinyi Image/Jordan Tourism Board, Quanjing

Jerash: the legacy of the conquerors
of the Mediterranean Sea

Over two thousand years ago, Greeks built ten colonial
cities, collectively known as Decapolis, in Jordan, Syria
and Israel. Six cities are in present-day Jordan. The
Romans, dominated the Mediterranean then, vigorous-
ly promoted the construction of Decapolis to exhibit the
superiority of Roman and Greek cultures. Numerous
Roman ruins remain in Jordan, of which Jerash, one of
the Decapoalis, is the best preserved.

Most of the buildings, preserved in Jerash today, were
built during the reign of the Roman Emperor Hadrian
Publius Aelius Hadrianus. The Arch of Hadrian, located
at the ancient city entrance, has stood for nearly two
thousand years, silently eulogizing Emperor Hadrian’s
remarkable achievements. Behind the archway to the
left is the Hippodrome, lined with spectator stands and
a sandy track, indicating that it was once the site for
local horse racing. Now, the event named Roman Army
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and Chariot Experiences in the Hippodrome is some-
thing that should not to be missed: dozens of heavily
armed “Roman soldiers” in a drill, “gladiators” in a “fight
to the death”. The horse races favored by ancient Ro-
mans are still organized there, of which the rules con-
tinue to follow the traditions date back to nearly 2,000
years ago.

The Zeus Temple, not far from the Hippodrome,
witnessed everything around. Although only a few
weathered stone pillars and collapsed stone walls
remain, people can still reconstruct its former scale in
their minds through judging these broken walls. The
South Theater to the west of the temple is in Greek
style, with a semi-circle of seats for 3,000 people and
a stage large enough for a straight play. The whole
theater is still in use today. Similar facilities can also be
observed in the theater located at the northernmost

end of this ancient
Jerash city. Departing from

‘Tips for touring the Zeus Temple,
Tourist guides, maps and other detailed
information are available at the Visitor
Center near the South Gate.

you will reach the

‘Transportation

By car or taxi: You can head northwest
Sport City Interchange in Amman. Jer-
ash is 51 km from Amman.

By bus: Many companies offer general
trip services and you can take an air-con-
ditioned tour bus from Amman. For more
information, please visit the website of
Jordan Tourism Board: www.visitjordan.
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Macellum, the remains of a Roman-style market by
proceeding northward. There are cross-shaped stone
carvings in the regular octagonal groove in the middle
of the ground. Closing your eyes, you may still hear the
shouts of the hawkers and the haggling of the residents
bargaining in the ancient times.

As you continue to stroll northward from the Jerash’s
Tetrapylon, you will see rows of stone columns rise to
the sky. Stepping onto the Colonnaded Street, you can
picture the Roman streets date back to nearly two thou-
sand years ago. You may then walk down and arrive
at the Temple of Artemis, the largest temple in Jerash.
More than 10 tall stone pillars have been standing for
centuries, but they are far from being enough for you to
get the full picture of the temple.

Don’t miss the Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts while
visiting the historic sites, if you come to visit Jerash in
July. Beginning in 1981, this cultural event attracts audi-
ences from across the world. Each year, poets, singers,
bands and dance troupes from various countries gather
at the two Roman theaters, the Temple of Artemis and
the Square to perform Arabic poetry readings, tradi-
tional songs and dances. Acrobatic troupes from China
and dancers from Caucasian countries have also par-
ticipated in this festival in recent years, giving Jordanian
audiences a taste of exotic arts.

After leaving Jerash, you can also seek Roman traces
in other cities of Jordan. The Roman Theatre in Am-
man, one former city of Decapolis
and the capital of Jordan, was built
in the 2nd century AD and has a
capacity for 6,000 spectators. This
ancient theater makes full use of
the principles of acoustics skillfully,
so that the annular auditorium can
receive sounds from the stage in all
directions. Despite the passage of
time, it still serves as a performance
venue for innumerable artistic and
cultural events. Many ruins also
remain at Umm Qais in northern
Jordan. If you are an archaeology
enthusiast, you don’t want to miss
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Pella, southwest of Umm Qais, where plenty of artifacts
have been unearthed and some places are yet to be
excavated.

Scoop up a handful of sand, and let it drift in the wind.
The past of thousands of years may have already dis-
sipated, but the indestructible castles never forget the
stories that happened. The artistic and architectural
treasures of early Islam disperse in the deserts of
Jordan. The rich and brilliant history has survived in a
unique form. The essence of Persian, Greco-Roman
and Byzantine traditions inspired the outstanding mo-
saics, frescoes, stone and stucco carvings and draw-
ings, showing a wonderful blend of cultures.

Desert castles, used for multiple purposes, cluster to
the east and south parts of Amman. They are called
castles, thanks to their magnificent heights. The desert
castles were either transit points for desert caravans,
agricultural and trade centers, recreational exhibition
halls, or outposts to help distant rulers establish good
relations with the local Bedouins. A typical desert castle
is not just a single building, but a compound consists of
different structures. You may find a huge main house,
bathhouse, storage
area, other agricul-
tural facilities and,
perhaps, a mosque
within the high wall.

Desert castles
-‘Recommended route

You can take a bus from Amman, head
south along the airport road and turn
towards Azrag. You can visit Qasr Hal-
labat, Qasr al-Azraq, Qusair Amra and
Qasr Kharana in turn or in reverse while
passing through the Eastern Desert.
Qasr Al-Mushatta lies near Queen Alia
International Airport in southern Amman.
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Qusair Amra, among the desert castles, is the best
preserved and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It was
once a royal retreat during the Arabian Umayyad Dy-
nasty (661-750 AD), and its semi-circular roof reflects
the Arabian mastery of geometry. Although Qusair
Amra is no longer a palace of leisure, not to mention its
vacant condition, visitors can still explore the rare fres-
coes and colorful mosaic artworks left inside the old
castle. The figures on the frescoes are vivid and very
much in Greek and Roman art styles. Qasr Al-Mushat-
ta, seated to the west of Qusair Amra, is a must-see
for stone carving lovers. The palace was built in the
8th century, but it has never been completed. Despite
this, visitors can find beautiful stone carvings inside
this undone palace. Tourists will have an eye-opening
experience there, be it the symmetrically built arches
or the wall tiles with patterns in the shape of plants and
animals.

Located 65 kilometers east of Amman, Qasr Kharana
incorporated the early Islamic art style, with doors and
windows designed to be narrow. Looking down from
above, you will notice that the castle’s outer walls are
arranged in a square shape. Columns connect the four
corners, and there are stone columns in the center of
walls except for the one with entrance, which is geo-

metrically attractive. The castle has an expansive inner
courtyard with 60 rooms, one of which is dedicated to
prayer. The walls of the remaining buildings at the ruins

of Qasr Hallabat are also square structures, which have
been reconstructed to give visitors a closer look at the
style of the castle’s architecture.

Qasr al-Azraq is the most spectacular among the des-
ert castles. It is built of basalt, with an 80-meter-long fa-
cade and several towers for surveillance and defense,
making it highly intimidating. It was originally built as a
military fortress during the Roman rule on the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean. During the Umayyad Dy-
nasty, a mosque was constructed there. Qasr al-Azraq
served as a military base for T. E. Lawrence, a British
liaison officer supporting Jordan during the Arab upris-
ings of the early 20th century. You can find a written re-
cord of this history on a whitewashed slab on the outer
wall of the castle.

As-Salt: the bustling streets of the
empire

It lies between the Jordan Valley and the desert to the
east. The mild climate and fertile soil provide near-per-
fect conditions for establishing human settlements, and
the area has been a place of military importance since
ancient times. The Romans, the Greeks and the Mam-
luks all reigned here and promoted the establishment
and development of the local city. At the end of the 19th
century, the area reached its peak of prosperity. The
Ottoman Turks took it as a regional administrative cen-
ter and encouraged its subjects throughout the empire
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As-Salt
-Shopping

The stores on Al-Hammam Street
provide a wide variety of souvenirs.

Transportation

As-Salt is 29 km northwest of cen-
tral Amman and it takes less than
30 minutes to get there by car.

to settle there. As it elevated its status, the
city attracted many wealthy merchants,
who built opulent residences with their wealth. The
emerging merchant class contributed to the tolerant
and diverse atmosphere of the new city, and European
and Middle Eastern elements created brilliant buildings
together. This is As-Salt, built on the mountain slopes,
where the flavor of life still spews out infinite vitality.

The best way to explore here is to wander through the
city, so you can admire the yellow sandstone hous-
es and elaborate alleyways along the way. Built on a
mountain, As-Salt is a visually striking city blending
the styles of Turkish and European architecture. There
are Arabian-inspired shopping streets and Mediterra-
nean-style staircases as well. Most of the typical local
houses have courtyards, with tall and long arched
windows. Abu Jaber House, built between 1892 and
19086, is the best example of this. It houses the Historic
Old Salt Museum. Entering the residence, visitors can
appreciate wall paintings by Italian artists. The museum
displays topographical models of As-Salt, monochrome
photos taken during the days of the Ottoman rule, and
household items of the inhabitants, which are adequate

for tourists to gain an initial understand-
ing of this city of historical significance.

During the Ottoman reign, Islam dominated As-Salt,
yet Christianity was allowed to take root here, which
made the city a religiously diverse place. The Grand
Mosque in the city, built at the end of the Abbasid
dynasty (750-1258 AD), is the oldest of its kind here.
Tourists can easily find it, as it has a white dome and
facade, with a minaret that towers over it. The interior
of the Al-Khader Orthodox Church, built in 1682, cre-
ated a solemn atmosphere with its gray brick walls
and Byzantine-style paintings. In addition, there are
lots of other historic religious monasteries in As-Salt
waiting for you to visit.

The city is still popular and it is still brightly lit after
nightfall. Touring As-Salt, you can stop off at one of the
city’s cafes and restaurants to kill time with the aroma
of coffee and pastries, while the old items displayed
in some local restaurants will take you back in time. If
you are an avid art lover, you can also visit a local craft
school to see traditional pottery, weaving, screen print-
ing and dyeing techniques.
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Apart from cultural tourism programs, outdoor tourism
is also growing rapidly in Jordan. Promoted by local
tour companies, more and more international outdoor
travelers are heading to Jordan to feel the vastness of
the desert, explore the coral jungle beneath the Red
Sea, and relax themselves in the Dead Sea. Tourists
indulge in Jordan’s amazing natural sceneries after
touring the historic sites. In Jordan, outdoor travel is
not merely a privilege for professionals. Every outdoor
attraction has sufficient amenities to make the journey
safe and enjoyable for almost any visitor, satisfying the
need for “wilderness” and “luxury”.

Once a hattlefield, now a paradise
for outdoor explorers

Located more than 100 kilometers south of Petra, Wadi
Rum is known as the “Valley of the Moon” and is now
divided into two areas: the Red Desert and the White
Desert. It is so vast, immovable and untouched that T.
E. Lawrence, a British liaison officer during World War
I, described it as “vast, echoing and holy.” In the early
20th century, Jordanian Arabs established the base
camp of the uprising army here to fight against the Ot-
toman Empire. It can be said that the resilient and un-
yielding characters of Jordanian Arabs was shaped by
this environment with limited access to water and food.

Wadi Rum nowadays is no longer a brutal battlefield,
but a popular arena for outdoor explorers from all over
the world.

A special feature of Wadi Rum is the variety of giant
rocks. As you enter the Red Desert scenic area from
the entrance next to the Visitor Center, the first thing
that comes into view is the “Seven Pillars of Wisdom” -
several fissures on the mega monolith make the latter
look like seven pillars squeezed together. On another
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sandstone not far to the southeast of the entrance, you
will find stone carvings left by the ancient Thamud peo-
ple. The carvings of people, camels and other animals
tell the nomadic history of the Thamud people 2,000
years ago. Heading south, you will get to Jebel Rum,
whose straight, steep mountain attracts global climbers
all year round. There are at least five other places for
climbers in the eastern and southern parts of the Red
Desert. The gently sloping Um Fruth is much easier to
ascend, and you can reach the summit without using a
climbing rope. Burdah, on the eastern side of the scenic
area, is the highest rock in Wadi Rum. Upon arriving at
the top, visitors are greeted by a weathered cape stone
bridge that looks like a rose-colored vault from below.

You can also enter the vaster White Desert scenic
area, if you love the wilderness off the beaten path.
Despite that the giant rocks there are less unique than
those in the Red Desert, they allow you to get closer
to wilderness. It is also an ideal place to get away from
the hustle and bustle of the crowds in the Red Desert
during the peak tourist season. You will witness mi-
gratory birds migrating

in spring and autumn,
provided that you have
the proper binoculars.

Wadi Rum
Tips for touring

Visitors can rent 4WD vehicles with
drivers, guides and camels at the
Visitor Center in Wadi Rum.

For camping trips, contact a travel
agency in Amman, Petra or Aga-
ba. For more information, please
visit the website of Jordan Tourism
Board: www.visitjordan.com.

Near Jebel Rum is the desert police
station, where officers wear tradi-
tional khaki uniforms and many of
them ride camels.

Shopping

A store and restaurant are located
inside the Visitor Center. Fine hand-
icrafts are sold next to the rest area.

Transportation

By car or taxi: You can head south
from Amman via the desert road or
choose the scenic King’s Highway,
which takes about 4 hours. It takes
less than an hour to head north
from Agaba.

By mini-bus: The mini-bus runs dai-
ly between Agaba and Wadi Musa
(Petra). You can ask the hotel for
details.

SPECIAL REPORTS: JORDAN
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On a clear summer night, you can stroll around the
Red Desert scenic area and enjoy the bright starry sky
while roaming in the serene night. But please be careful

when you roam at night, as it is easier than you think to
get lost in the vast desert.

Needless to say, visiting Wadi Rum is not exclusively
enjoyed by those physically fit and adventurous. Ev-
eryone can go there for exploration. It is possible to
explore Wadi Rum in depth by SUV alone and it takes
you 2-3 hours to tour the entire desert. In recent years,
visitors can even take a hot air balloon ride to see the
huge rocks and desert from high up in the sky, and
experience the “viewing the mountains below” without
strenuous ascending.

Want to stay here for a few more nights? Then you can
go to the village of Rum situated by Jebel Rum. This
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Bedouin village offers bed and breakfast accommoda-
tions. Outdoor enthusiasts can also prepare tents and
food and set up camps at designated locations. One
of the most popular campsites at present is Khor al-
Ajram, located in the southern part of the Red Desert
scenic area. It is vast and flat enough for many people
to camp on, plus it is a perfect place to watch the sun-
rise. The most luxurious campsite is the “Wadi Rum
Night”. The tent’s exterior has a glass cover and its inte-
rior is equipped with a comfortable queen-

Aqgaba

Tips for touring

size bed, air conditioning and bathroom

facilities. Most visitors are also full of praise
. . Please have your diving qualifica-
for the Arabic-style cuisine served at the  tion and diving logbook in advance

camp’s restaurant. After nightfall, the bril- Yo areaprofessionaldiver.

. . Agaba enjoys a mild and comfort-
liant starlight pours through the glass cover = i Gimate during the nine months

into the tent, and you will feel like being in = ©of winter, spring and autumn. It is
sweltering hot in summer, but you

the sky. can adjust your leisure activities i i
y according to the climate. We rec- n“,e at nnaha In searcn
Er ommend you to suspend your trip
R at noon and wait for cooler nights. o' ned sea cnrals
y ~ . Thanks to Mediterranean currents and
| ¢ Accommodation ] )
pl . Red Sea breezes, Jordan’s climate is

There are three- to five-star hotels

in Agaba, most fully equipped with  not too dry, with eight months of sun-
the necessary facilities required . "
for meetings. The top hotels are  shine throughout the year. In addition

located along the beach with tennis - "
courts, spa and fitness centers, [0 Providing favourable conditions for

and boutiques and beauty salons.  ¢limbing, sunny days also allow safer
For more information about accom-

modation, please visit the website  diving activities.

of Jordan Tourism Board: www.
visitjordan.com.

Reputed as “Jordan’s window to the

il sea”, Agaba brings a refreshing scent

By air: The flight time from Amman
to Agaba is 45 minutes.

By bus: Several companiesprovide ~ Where the beaches and coral reefs are
bus rentals and general fourism 0 most pristine products of the Red
services between Amman and

Agaba. For more information,  Sea. The Jordanians are also com-
please visit the website of Jordan . .
Tourism Board: www.visitjiordan.  mitted to preserving the beaches and

eom coral reefs in their original state. The

from the rosy desert to the north,

By car or taxi: It will take you 3 Lo
hours to get to Agaba viathe Dead ~ d€€P indigo sea along the Gulf of Aga-

Sea Road, 4 hours via the desert
road and 5 hours via the King’s

Highway from Amman. ever-changing marine ecology easily.

ba enables visitors to glimpse into the

The peculiar vertical air currents and
sea breezes make it possible to enjoy a pleasant and
cool dive even in the summer heat.

There are currently over 30 major dive sites in Agaba,
with most of which both allowing professional divers
to showcase their skills and enabling novices to famil-




iarize themselves with the underwater environment
smoothly. The coral reefs of Agaba are lush and rich in
a variety of corals and fish. Common species of coral
include Fungia corals, Montipora corals and the rare
spiny Pocillopora corals. First discovered by the late
King Hussein, spiny Pocillopora corals are black tree-
like species that usually grow deep in the reef. Fish and
creatures that roam the coral reefs include clownfish,
Picasso triggerfish, goby, anemones, parrotfish, sea
dragons, and numerous other species. There are also
two kinds of fascinating creatures: one is the harmless,
plankton-eating whale shark, the largest animal global-
ly, while the other is the willow-like garden eel, almost
invisible among the seaweed. Beyond biodiversity, vis-
itors can also see the remains of tanks and ships that
have been sunken for decades underwater, adding a
bit of mystery to the waters of Agaba.

Nothing can relieve fatigue better than a night in a luxu-
ry hotel after a dive. Local hotels in Agaba also provide
water sports services in addition to comfortable ac-
commodations. You can choose to spend your time on
shorkeling, fishing, sailing and other activities. The ho-
tels’ swimming pools will also cater to basic water rec-

Dead Sea
Shopping

reation needs. If you

The stores within the resort provide
dead sea products, including sea
mud products, which is the best
choice for sending your relatives
and friends returning home.

are not a good diver
and want to see the

marine life up close,

Lot ] you can also take a

By bus or taxi: it only takes you
1 hour to get there from Amman
along with the road sign.

glass-bottom boat.
Most of the luxury ho-
tels in Agaba offer sea
view rooms, and their bar terraces are also ideal for
sea viewing.

A must-visit salty water paradise in
this life - the Dead Sea

What makes Jordan unique is that it boasts vast des-
erts and enchanting beaches. It has also been widely
known as a spa sanctuary for decades. Tourists can
also choose the Ma’in Hot Springs Resort & Spa in
Madaba province to alleviate the tiredness in the warm
water after a long journey, besides the luxury hotels in
Amman and Agaba.

The Dead Sea, located in western Jordan, will be your
best destination if you want to enjoy a spa in a more
natural setting. This inland lake got its name because
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the water is too salty for plants and animals to sur-
vive, which in turn provides a tranquil environment for
humans to swim in - at least away from the harass-
ment of jellyfish. Once entering the Dead Sea, you

can float on your back and have the-incredible expe-— ¢

rience of never sinking in the gently rippling water.
Sufficient salt enhances buoyancy, so you don’t have
to worry about sinking. The minerals in the water will
nourish your skin. Applying the mud nearby to the
body is a must for beauty lovers after a trip there.

It should be noticed that the Dead Sea is not an ide-
al place to swim, although you can have the “never
sinking” experience there. Due to the high salt con-
centration, the splash of water into your eyes, mouth

or nose during your swimming will greatly irritate the
nerves. Therefore, you do not need to move frequent-
ly after going in the Dead Sea; all you need to do is

forget everythlng and float quietly. Of course, you 2 Vg,

bed”. After going onshore, you can also get seamud
massage and stone massage. The high-class hotels
around the Dead Sea also provide massage and
spa services, so that every visitor to the Dead Seain
pursuit of health catch on the connotatlon of “a woffh- =2
while trip”.
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In the Arab world, food is not just something providing
nourishment. Jordanians attach great importance to
feasting, and food often serves as an essential factor
in social events. If you are a guest, your host will un-
doubtedly entertain you with numerous nutritious and
delicious dishes.

Lavish appetizers: may he mistaken
for the main course

Khubz is a unique Arab flatbread that plays a vital role
in the daily diet of Jordanians. Most Khubz in Jordan
is flat and round, and the flavor varies slightly depend-
ing on the preparation process. This kind of bread is
served with grilled meat, vegetable salad and mashed
beans. Those who prefer a tangy flavor may consider
the Manakeesh, known as “Middle Eastern pizza”.
Manakeesh is made by coating flattened dough with
olive oil and thyme and placing it inside the oven. In
some Jordanian restaurants, chefs will top Manakeesh
with cheese and minced meat. The Khubz is delecta-
ble, but don't let it fill your stomach, as the main course
is yet to come.

During the meal, small dishes are used to please din-
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ers with their unique colors and moderate flavors, and
set the stage for the main course. In Arab countries,
small dishes are collectively called Meze. If you are
lucky enough to attend a banquet at a Jordanian home,
you may mistake Meze and Khubz for the main course,
since there are so many different kinds of small dishes
filling the entire table at once. Typical vegetarian dishes
include vegetable salad made from sliced cucumbers,
crushed tomatoes and cheese, and meticulously mari-
nated olives.

Hummus is a creamy but healthier dip made from a
mixture of cooked and ground chickpeas, sesame
paste, garlic and lemon. It is usually served with khubz,
other sorts of bread and meat dishes. Baba Ghanoush
is also a good choice with Khubz and is made from
mashed eggplant and sesame paste, sometimes with
chopped onions and tomatoes.

Between the appetizer and the main course, there is an
“intermezzo” - Kubbeh, a deep-fried meatball with two
pointed ends and a thick center, made of ground wheat
and meat on the outside and stuffed with minced meat
and onions inside. You can have the meatballs with a
squeeze of lemon juice to neutralize the greasiness.
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Main course: who can resist the ap-
peal of spiced lamh?

The history of making and eating meat skewers can
date back to the days when mankind just mastered
the art of drilling wood for the fire. Nowadays, regard-
less of the fact that it is being served across the world,
chefs in Middle Eastern countries continue to make
Middle Eastern kebabs world-famous for their mas-
tery of roasting and spices. Jordanian chefs typically
use ground lamb, chicken or beef for their kebabs, or
sometimes a mixture of these meats in specific propor-
tions. The kebabs are usually served with Khubz and
chopped vegetables, and some restaurants use fries
instead of Khubz. Those who prefer fast food may order
Shawarma, a wrap with slices of grilled meat, shredded
onions, diced tomatoes and lettuce, which, beyond be-
ing well-balanced, is also very flavorful.

The Bedouin masterpiece of Mansaf is a national dish
of Jordan. This nomadic Arab tribe makes the most of
ingredients in making Mansaf, cooking lamb seasoned
with spices in liquefied goat cheese, adding a rich,
creamy flavor to the meat. Before serving, the Mansaf
is prepared by spreading a layer of rice in a large shal-
low plate, then placing the lamb on top of the rice and
sprinkling some almonds and pine nuts for garnish.
This dish embodies Bedouin hospitality and is symbol-
ically crucial in social gatherings, so it is mainly served
on special occasions.

For those who do not like the lamb’s gamey aroma,
Jaaj Mashwee and Mlukhiyyeh made with chicken
are excellent choices. Jaaj Mashwee means “roasted
chicken” in Levantine Arabic, served with Khubz, sal-
ad and Hummus. Mlukhiyyeh will be the preference
for health-conscious diners. The chef soaks dried jute
leaves and squeezes out the excess water, fries on-
ions, garlic cloves and chili powder until they become
fragrant, then puts the jute leaves and cooked chicken
into the pot, and finally pours in the seasoned chicken
broth to cook the Mlukhiyyeh, which is perfect for serv-
ing with the Middle Eastern rice.

Jordanians, like other Asian peoples, have a variety
of remarkable skills in rice cooking. Some of the bet-
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ter-known dishes are Mahshi and Waraq Dawali. The

process of making Mahshi is rather complex, stuffing a
hollow summer squash with rice and minced meat and
boiling it in a cumin-rich tomato soup. Warag Dawali
is a steamed grape leaf roll stuffed with rice and meat,
often topped with a few slices of freshly cut tomatoes in
local Jordanian restaurants.

If you're a vegetarian, you don’t have to worry. Jordan
exports various bean products to foreign countries an-
nually, and Jordanians have exquisite skills in cooking
beans. Fasoliyeh and Bazelleh, stews made with toma-
toes and beans, may look ordinary, but they are sweet
and sour dishes to go with rice.

Dessert: overwhelmingly sweet and
fascinatingly healing

After having savory delicacies, you need some sweet-
ness to soothe your taste buds. In Jordan, you'll find a
novel experience of sweetness in the interplay of milk,
honey and nuts.

Baklava, a dessert made of nuts, pastry and honey,
epitomized the privileges of the once affluent Ottoman
upper classes. Ottoman rulers also rewarded their offi-
cers with it. For the populace, Baklava was an unreach-
able delicacy. In the 20th century, Jordan became inde-
pendent from the Ottoman Empire, but the puff pastry
has remained in Jordan. As it is sweeter than one might
expect, visitors trying Baklava for the first time need to

S




prepare a cup of strong tea or black coffee in advance.

Arabs love cheese as much as any other people on
the planet. In fact, the Middle East is the birthplace of
cheese. Of all the desserts made with cheese in Jor-
dan, Knafeh and Halawat al-jibneh are the two most
famous ones. Knafeh looks like a cheesecake sprin-
kled with crumbled puff pastry, but has a softer filling
that shreds of cheese can be pulled out with the slight-
est tug. Halawat al-jibneh is a dessert made of cream
cheese wrapped in a crust, which can be served with a
drizzle of honey to your own taste.
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Tips
Most of the local dishes in
Jordan contain wheat and
nuts. If you are allergic to
such ingredients, please
confirm with the waiter or
waitress when ordering.

Frozen desserts are indis-
pensable for this country
located in the desert climate
zone. After having wandered
for hours in the hot summer sun, you may try Mahlabi-
yyeh, a milk pudding. The icy taste, the richness of milk
and the aroma of crushed pistachios will revive your
spirit. Booza, the centuries-old ice cream, also offers
a different experience. It is made with orchid powder,
which gives it hardness and malleability. You will be
surprised to find that Booza does not melt in your
mouth immediately and it tastes very stretchy.
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Useful information

Source information/Jordan Tourism Board Image/Jordan Tourism Board

Visa

Nationals of all foreign countries, regardless of nation-
ality, can obtain a single-entry visa for 45 JOD (ap-
proximately USD 63), a double entry visa for 65 JOD,
and a multiple entry visa for six months for 120 JOD.
A visa-on-arrival can be obtained at all land, air, and
seaports with a passport valid for at least six months.
Visa applicants can get their visas from any Jordan
embassy or consulate. Groups of five or more entering
through a travel agency officially designated by Jordan
are not required to pay any visa fees.

You are advised to contact the Jordan embassy in
your country before departure to confirm that you have
obtained all the necessary documents for your trip. For
more information, please visit www.visitjordan.com.

Local transportation

o Taxi

Taking a taxi is the most convenient way to get around
Jordan. Taxis, painted white with “service taxis”, offer

rides between fixed routes and can be shared with
other passengers. You can find yellow-colored private
taxis outside large hotels or along the streets. Taxis
have meters, which are usually not used after 23:00, so
you are advised to settle the fare in advance. The same
goes for long rides. Taxi drivers are friendly and usually
speak English.

According to local custom, female passengers should
sit in the back seat of the taxi and male passengers
usually sit in the front passenger seat.

e Bus

Several companies have a range of modern, air-condi-
tioned tour buses that offer rental services and sched-
uled trips. For more information on buses and sched-
ules, please visit the Jordan Tourism Board website:
www.visitjordan.com.

ZOCarrentaI

" Jordan has an excellent and expanding road network.

You can use your driver’s license valid in your country,




provided it is valid for at least one year. The driver’s
seat is on the right side of the car. Road signs along the
highway are in Arabic and English. Please note that the
coffee-colored signs indicate tourist attractions. Gas
stations can be found on most roads in Amman and
other cities, except for the Dead Sea.

There are many cars rental companies in Jordan, and
many hotels also have their car rental services.

o Railway

Only one railroad in Jordan provides passenger ser-
vice, the Hejaz Railway, which runs between Al-Zarga
and Damascus twice a week. The train leaves Al-Zarqa
at 8:00 a.m. every Monday and Thursday. Although the
journey takes longer, this historic railroad offers a great
cultural experience.

SPECIAL REPORTS: JORDAN
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There is a wide range of places to stay in Jordan, be
it a five-star hotel on the coast or a desert camp. For
more information on specific locations, please visit
the Jordan Tourism Board’s website: www.visitjordan.
com.

Jordan is famous for its mild Mediterranean climate,
making it an ideal destination all year round. Amman
enjoys sunny, cloudless weather from May to Oc-
tober, with an average temperature of about 23°C
(73°F). Spring is the most pleasant season with lush
greenery everywhere, while autumn is equally mild
and pleasant. It is slightly hot but not unbearable in
July and August. Agaba and the Jordan Valley are
ideal winter resorts, with average temperatures rang-
ing from 16-22°C (61-72°F) from November to April.

Islamic women’s clothing covers their legs, arms, and
hair. Non-Islamic women are not subject to these
dress restrictions, but it is still inappropriate to wear
clothing that is too revealing. In Amman and the older
urban areas outside the city, conservative clothing is
appropriate for both sexes.

The dates of Ramadan vary according to the Islamic
calendar. During Ramadan, only large hotels sell
alcoholic beverages. It is best not to eat, drink or
smoke in public during the day. Most stores, banks,
and offices open late at 9:00 and close early at 14:00;
all other businesses are subject to restricted hours of
operation.

Jordan is an ideal tourist destination because of its
public security and friendly people. You can always
stroll on the streets safely, day or night. However, it is
wise to take the necessary precautions: take care of
your carry-on items and store your valuables in the
hotel safe. If you accidentally lose something, report it
to the police as soon as possible.
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