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To describe Brussels with one word,
such word should be “receptive”. Taking
a glance at the old walls of newly-built
city, none of them are willing to conceal
their magnificence. However, rivers that
run through the city are all thin and clear.

Look at masterpieces in the museum
showing the Baroque’s majesty and
meticulousness. In contrast, the graffiti
alley separated by a mere wall shows
unconstrained imagination howling for
openness, innovation and compatibility
of art in its odd sketches. Here, a variety
of official languages and national cul-
tures coexist; the avant-garde and tradi-
tional city gets along well with introverted
and easy-going locals; and accumulated
spiritual wealth and creature comforts
are offered and enjoyed. When such a
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lighten lip

“receptive” Brussel reveals itself to you,
you will find out that they are leading you
to trace back the past and look forward
to the future and not just focusing on the
present.

When wandering in Brussels, there are
always a few fixed attractions for tour-
ists. The grand square built in the 13th
century is a must-see. In the former
merchant stronghold and the “world’s
most beautiful square” to Hugo, the city
hall and the municipal museum look like
strong and determined gladiators with
their cloaks undone, while the strong rib
structure on the top of the building force
them to emanate a touch of Gothic style
sadness. The Swan Cafe in a corner of
the square is also worth exploring. Marx
and Engels used to come here. “The

S

, Brussels'
rri way’

Poverty of Philosophy” and “The Com-
munist Manifesto” were created here.
The intersection where the peeing boy
is located at is always crowded. To get
a glimpse of this Belgian national hero,
one needs to have enough eyesight
and patience. On the other hand, St.
Hubert’s Arcade is like an old painting
that never closes its axis, where fashion
shops and antique shops stand side by
side in harmony seeing people in and
off.

There is also St. Michel's Cathedral. The
thick honey-colored rock wall in the sun
is shrouded in a layer of eggshell green.
The twin towers at the top are lifting the
prayer of the believers far into the sky.
The new EU headquarters building near-
by uses oak windows recycled from Eu-




ropean countries to make double-deck

glass curtain walls, completing a practi-
cal and philosophical statement on the
reuse of traditional building elements. In
retrospect, the church’s solemn profile
stands in stark contrast against the
bright skylight of the EU building. They
face each other across the lofty sky, like
two queens proudly looking at each oth-
er on a chessboard, radiating graceful
charm. In the Royal Museum of Art, the
classics of painting masters in Flanders
such as Bruegel and Rubens are quietly
connected with Fauvism, Cubism, Sur-
realism and modern paintings by some
invisible power, allowing the arts of all
ages to meet and communicate here.

It takes only one hour drive from Brus-
sels to Bruges. Many people like to

end their trip in Belgium here. This ar-
rangement is probably to allow people
to leave some regrets and aftertaste for
next time. The Bruges rivers and ca-
nals interlock like a network and cut the
small city into several pieces, seemingly
haphazard but harmonious and pleas-
ing to the eye. The water in Minnewater
Lake bears tenderness of its own. The
breeze nudges a ring of jade-like ripples
on the lake, beating the slim water birds
with quaint stone bridge reflected in the
gloomy green ripples. The tall bell tow-
er in the grand square is permanently
standing tall, competing with Bruges
Michelangelo’s marble sculpture not
far away — the church of Notre Dame
with the Madonna and the oldest gothic
church in Bruges — St. Saviour’s Church.

S

17Hi Travel Notes

The toll of the bell tower is primitively el-
egant, lasting and flavorful. The sound of
horses’ trot seems to rise from the bot-
tom of the heart instead of from outside,
making people bend down unconscious-
ly to recall history and inspect their
souls. However, when you turn around,
the sound of glasses clinking each other
from the De Halves Moon Brewery, the
heavy sweetness from the chocolate
museum and the French fries museum,
and the bustling shopping streets filled
with boutiques, lace handicraft shops,
and restaurants, all make you want to
leave behind the past and indulge your-
self in worldly pleasures at that moment.
Nevertheless, all these incredible things
are just an ordinary afternoon for Bruges
people.
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glamour of Hmburg
and Bavaria

Article/Shen Shiyi & John Chen Image/Quanijing

Hamburg has nearly 2 million popula-
tion, and in this waterfront city situated
the largest harbor of Germany and sec-
ond largest of Europe. It does not have
the historical sense of Berlin, nor the
rural scenery of Bavaria, but she is still
Germany’s favorite. This city is an inge-
nious blending of the angular modern
architecture and solid cultural heritage.
Without creating any distance, it brings
intimacy and yearning to your heart.

In Hamburg, there is an obscure red
brick building called “Speicherstadt”, in
which is a museum that is listed in the
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Guinness World Records——Miniature
Wonderland. Here lies the “world’s
biggest train track model scenes ” with
the length of train track over 15 km.
All scenes and models are modeled
landscapes and scenes in 1:87. The Mu-
seum is divided into 7 exhibition areas
as different countries and regions, total
area is over 1,300 square meters! The
buildings, geographical structure and
figures are tiny, but vivid and lively. If you
have the time and leisure, take a good
look at the every detail with a magnifier,
for example, on the balcony above the

S

river in Venice, there is a lady watering
her plants with a sprinkler, each petals
and leaves are lifelike, you can’t help to
admire the fascinating craftsmanship
spirit. Through exquisite techniques, the
extreme rigor and preciseness is inci-
sively showcased in the models of tens
of thousand minisize scenes from all
over the world.

After driving into the high way of Ham-
burg and then heading to the South,
Bavaria shows its vastness, drawing our
car to hunch and devours the road with
delight like a fast-running leopard. Near-




by grassland, farmland and log cabins

are eager to catch our eyes and then
retreat determinedly, leaving a momen-
tary feeling of abruptness and surprise.
Besides, the ever-straight fir trees are
like lush mountains when gazed distant-
ly through the window. The sunrays are
like swimming dragons shattering stale
afternoon air and drill through the thick
clouds, presenting a piece of dreamy
glow wherever they gilded.

We bustling through main towns of Ba-
varia, consulting craftsmen and exploring
century-old shops. Few countries can

influence the world as profoundly as Ger-
many, where automobiles, air bags, diesel
engines, and others are invented and
many inventors and scientists are born.
When you travel in this country, you will be
deeply touched by the great artistic and
cultural wealth left to the world by these
geniuses, especially the "Made in Germa-
ny" craftsmanship which will particularly
leave an indelible and vivid mark on your
journey. Such spirit is even more precious
in the modern world because of its low
profile, restraint, calmness, self-control,
endurance of loneliness and faith in heart.
Handicraftsmen are rare models and clear
streams in the mechanical times washing
away dusts of eagerness for quick suc-
cess and instant benefits as they adhere
to traditions and spirituality, seek practice,
explore humanization, select materials
scientifically or apply traditional skills into
high-tech fields.

S
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From the towering Alps to the fertile
Danube plain, Bavaria has long been
famous for its magnificent landscape
and living up to its reputation......
castles left by the weird king stand
proudly above the Black Forest and
demonstrate their great momentum.
Prairies dotted with wild flowers are as
boundless as the large painting scroll
while dairy cows with neck bells are
enjoying gifts from nature adding up a
touch of returning feeling to an ancient
time. Drinkers wearing lederhosen
slap their thighs and clang the wood-
en tables with large wine cups full of
beer. For them, comfort means not
only drinking but also life itself. Towns
surrounded by ancient city walls stick
in their styles, welcoming visitors with
their elegant and romantic medieval
appearance.
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nter endows

Vienna with an artistic feel

Speaking of Vienna, many people will
think of the culture, architectures, and
mountain ranges. All of these lead to
a feeling that when passing by the pic-
turesque cities, towns, mountains and
rivers of Vienna and Salzburg, as well as
those magnificent palaces and the Ba-
roque Castle, it seems like a heart-warm-
ing wonderland but with irresistible impe-
rial atmosphere.

The majority of visitors come here in
winter for its snow. Though snow is also
pure and glittering elsewhere, it is often
bleak and then invigorates such a sense
of alienation that make people feel de-
serted and chilly. However, the snow
here is different. It conveys an incredible
sense of warmth, gently moistening sol-
emn castles and grand temples on the
light yellow city walls, lying on the fingers
and strings of singing buskers, remain-
ing on the verdant leaves and frosted
fruits, or fluttering around skis and sticks.
One can not only smell or appreciate
the snow, but can also touch and listen
to them. Light snow sounds like birds
flapping their wings, while intensive
snowflakes are falling like jade hitting
the ground. It sprinkles like rolling beads,
making up gold walls, grey tiles, lucid

Article/ Zhao Qiankun Image/Quanijing
waters and green mountains graceful-
ly, sweeping away grudges, hatreds,
grieves and bitterness of the earthly
world. When it falls from the sky over
the time-honored market on Christmas,
sipping a mouthful of hot wine alone
with a side dish of feathery snowflakes
can warm time and your heart. Peals of
kids’ laughter can be heard from time
to time, which indicates that someone’s
sideburns or eyebrows must have been
whitened in snow fight.

When running across the snowy Austria
to reach Salzburg on train, suddenly,
majestic Hohensalzburg Fortress in
the midst of thick cloud stands high
upon the mountain, it drawed away all
our attention and breath. This was a
morning after a snowy night, Salzburg
met us for the first time. The solemn
castles and grand temples have turned
into silver-gilded lofty buildings. Even
the harsh and guarded fortresses have
been touched with an air of freshness
and mildness. The old city is mostly
composed of pedestrian areas; in its
compact layout stands almost all famous
scenic spots and Austria’s most beautiful
shopping street. Even after snow, it is
effortless to take a walk through Res-
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idenzplatz, Salzburger Dom, and Stift
Sankt Peter. Visitors who are not good
at hiking can take the Festungsbahn
cableway to Hohensalzburg Fortress—
a landmark building. Overlooking from
the gate tower, each a single rooftop,
remote mountain, and straddled bridge
across Salzach, including Love Bridge,
are covered with a layer of velvety snow,
painting the towering silhouette of the old
city brighter, cleaner, and more dazzling.
Among others, the green dome of a
church and the red pent roof of a private
house were free of snow due to their
building structures, but they look more
flamboyant after being washed by snow.
As the pale sun rises, the glimmers light
up the boundless sky. Against the shade
of mountains, the old city is as tranquil
as it was 250 years ago when Mozart
lived here. Visitors can walk from Get-
reidegasse No.9, Mozart’s birthplace, to
Makartplatz, Mozarts Wohnhaus to trace
the footprints of this great musician, or
take a trip to the shooting location of
the movie “The Sound of Music”. As we
pass by the fountain in front of Schloss
Mirabell, except for the snow fallen on
the forehead, the statues of the Pegasus
and the Little Gnome look exactly the
same as them in that movie.

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 093




